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It was certainly true that nothing had happened of which either
Carlotta or the King had any reason to be ashamed, but none the
less evil tongues were wagging and a young girl of marriageable
age has to be particularly careful of her reputation. Carlotta went
to the Duchess: 'Your Royal Highness, I beg leave to break off
all communication with His Majesty the King, otherwise my whole
future will be endangered/

Mathilde realized that the girl was right, although she found it
difficult to hurt her old father so deeply. But there was no choice.
The Grand Duchess prepared for her journey to Munich and took
Carlotta with her. The whole matter was then brought up for
discussion. His daughter told the King of the slander and evil
gossip in connection with the completely innocent relations
between him and Carlotta, and indicated that the only way of
stopping this would be complete separation and avoidance of each
other. King Ludwig was cut to the heart; Mathilde had never
believed that he would be so affected. He finally agreed to meet
Carlotta's wishes as there was nothing else to be clone, but he
begged to be allowed to accompany his daughter and her 'dear
lady-in-waiting' as far as Augsburg in order 'at least to enjoy the
delight of her presence as long as possible'.

Completely broken clown, ashen-grey, and ten years older, the
King returned to Munich after this 'dreadful parting'. The feeling
of joyous youthfulness of which he had been so proud had van-
ished. Evil tongues had ruined his happiness, lie considered, and
they would now also destroy his health. He was deeply depressed,
just as he had been when his loved Thercsc had been called away.
'I am glad/ he wrote to Mathilde/1 'glad to be able to suffer for
her sake. This will prove to you how deeply rooted she was in
my life/ As soon as Ludwig felt better he sat down at his writing-
table on which stood a portrait of Carlotta. 'The number of those
who inquire after me is enormous/ he reported. 'That they should
desire my recovery is kindness in itself, but it would have been
still kinder if a certain number of them had not spoiled my
innocent relations with Carlotta through their slanders/2 Mathilde
was alarmed. An anxious letter with much good advice was
dispatched to Munich. 'I talked a great deal to Carlotta about my
dear little father/ it ran. Immediately she received a reply: Tell
me in your next letter what she said about me/ Perhaps, perhaps,
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